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Past President Report

Denise Roy

Another year has passed and once again
it's time not only to cast a backwards
glance, but also to gaze into the crystal
ball of the future.

As always, the Canadian Conference of
the Arts (CCA) can boast about a long
list of accomplishments during the past
twelve months. These include:

e |eading advocacy efforts around the
federal election;

e |obbying for the renewal of the
Tomorrow Starts Today funding;

e hosting From Act to Action, our annual policy conference, focusing on the issue
of the Status of the Artist;

e improving our website, as well as membership recruitment and communications;
e launching the new Arts and Learning initiative;
e finishing the year with a surplus;

e extending the human resource capacity of the organization through a new Director
of Communications position and additional policy analysis capacity.

All of this has been achieved in a political landscape that is unstable and precarious
to say the least.

At this time last year, we welcomed Jean Malavoy as our new National Director. We
would like to extend our sincerest thanks to Jean for the energy and passion that he
devoted over the year to the organization. We were saddened by the departure of long
term staff member - the remarkable Philippa Borgal - her policy analysis and organizational
skills served us exceptionally well for many years. Thanks also to Kevin Desjardins in
Communications and Jennifer Heale from the International Network on Cultural
Diversity (INCD), both of whom left to pursue other opportunities. Several staff members
joined the secretariat this year including, policy intern Erika Adams, and Kate McManus
and Laura Coletta in Communications. We are also appreciative to the other stalwarts
in the office - James, Jessica, Manon, Annie and Julie - who cheerfully keep the
secretariat running day in and day out. Finally, we would like to recognize two long-term
contributors to the CCA - Annalee Adair, whose leadership and vision has guided
ArtsSmarts and was instrumental in the establishment of the Arts and Learning project.
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Secondly, appreciation goes out to Garry Neil, currently the INCD coordinator, who has
used his considerable expertise to assist the CCA on a host of complex issues such as
taxation and status of the artist.

We also owe a debt of gratitude to retiring board members Trudy Schroeder, Marie Cadieux,
William Lau, Patrick Close, Arthur Drache and Peter Gardner (who incidentally loves us
so much he’s agreed to stay on as treasurer). These people are among the most passionate
and committed board members we have ever known.

This report marks the 60th anniversary of the CCA, as well as the end of my tenure as
its President. Having had an insider’s view of the CCA for the past five years, I am
convinced mare than ever of the necessity for a broad based democratic and national
organization to make the case for Canadian culture. In my view, the greatest strength
of the CCA has always been its ability to speak with one voice on behalf of hundreds
of thousands of people involved in the cultural sector. We cannot compromise our
ability to provide leadership - but this will always involve a delicate balance between
responsiveness and proactivity, With the active engagement of all its members,

the CCA will emerge as a bolder, self-assertive and a more essential catalyst for the
arts than was envisioned sixty vears ago.

In closing, I will borrow the words of one of our most eloquent authaors to remind
us that artists are at the core of why the CCA exists:

The great role of the artist is to add an
eighth day to creation, to render the
impossible possible...A few little words,
four musical notes, just 26 letters in
the alphabet —with these tiny tools,
art recreates the universe and
penetrates the heart of humanity...
the responsibility of the visionary, of
the artist, is to create a society in
which all people can be at home.
ANTONINE MAILLET

It has been an honour to serve you.
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